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THE ANNUAL MEETING, SARASOTA
MAY 2-4, 1963
M INUTES

OF THE

D IRECTORS M EETING

of the Florida Historical Society met at the Azure Tides Hotel, Lido Beach, Sarasota,
on the evening of May 2 with Dr. Frank B. Sessa presiding. The
others present for this meeting were Charles Arnade, Rembert W.
Patrick, James R. Knott, James H. Lipscomb, III, Gilbert L.
Lycan, Paul L. Maddock, Mary McRae, Duncan L. Clinch,
Walter R. Hellier, Thomas O. Brown, Adam G. Adams, Thelma
Peters, William M. Goza, and Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.
The minutes of the annual Directors’ Meeting in November,
1962, were not read since they had previously been duplicated
and circularized among the Directors. However, a minor correction was made changing Florida Library Association to Florida
State Library; otherwise the minutes were approved. In the absence of the executive secretary-treasurer, Miss Margaret Chapman, the treasurer’s report was distributed in printed form.
Judge Knott moved the acceptance of the treasurer’s report, Mr.
Maddock seconded the motion, and the report was accepted.
Dr. Patrick called attention to the excellent response to the
Julien C. Yonge Fund which has recently received $1,000 from
an anonymous donor, $500 from the University of Florida, and
sixteen shares of United Gas Company stock, currently valued
at $610, from Mr. Paul L. Maddock. The fund now has in it
about $3,900.
There was a general discussion of how the Society’s funds
should be invested. Mr. Brown moved that a finance committee
of three members be created to study ways to invest these funds.
Judge Knott seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
Mr. Goza, membership chairman, distributed a list of nine
members who have died during the past year. During this year,
thirty-eight names were stricken from the membership list due
to non-payment of dues. Mr. Goza also distributed a list of the
HE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

[ 159 ]

Published by STARS, 1963

61
1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42 [1963], No. 2, Art. 1
7
160

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

124 new members added during the year. Dr. Patrick commended Mr. Goza for his success in adding new members.
Dr. Sessa spoke of the need to weed out the Society’s book
collection now housed at the University of South Florida and suggested that Miss Chapman be given a relatively free hand in this
process. Mr. Adams moved and Judge Knott seconded a motion
to give Miss Chapman the specific authority to weed the collection. The motion was carried. Judge Knott moved that magazines of the Society received through exchange, and not applying
to Florida, some of these dating back to the 1930’s, should be
given to the University of South Florida provided the University
will bind them and provided also that the University purchase
several subscriptions to the Quarterly to use in continuing the
exchange program. Mr. Adams seconded the motion and it
passed.
Judge Knott moved that the executive secretary be allowed
$500 a year with which to purchase additions to the Society’s
collection, this sum to be increased to $750 a year upon approval
of the president. The motion was seconded and carried.
Dr. Doherty, Quarterly editor, reported on that magazine for
the year. He recommended that we continue with the same
printer. He called attention to the increased number of book reviews and said this gained us national recognition. He also mentioned the good reception accorded a new feature, the Editor’s
Corner, and said there had been an increased use of photographs.
Dr. Doherty suggested that reprints should be given to the authors
of leading articles, not sold to them as at present.
Judge Knott moved and Dr. Patrick seconded a motion to
supply twenty-five reprints free to each author of a leading article.
The motion was carried.
Since Dr. Doherty will not receive a salary from the University of Florida during the summer and since he will have the
responsibility of editing the October number of the Quarterly
during the summer, Mr. Adams moved that the Society pay Dr.
Doherty a salary for his summer work on the magazine. Dr.
Patrick seconded the motion. The motion was passed.
Mr. Adams spoke of a proposed memorial to honor those
Floridians who lost their lives at Gettysburg. Since the plans for
this memorial are still vague, it was decided to take no action
on the matter at this time.
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President Sessa read the report prepared by Dr. Charlton W.
Tebeau who served as chairman of the annual essay contest for
high school students of the state. This year there were only seventeen papers submitted and some of these made inadequate use of
sources and were too general in nature. The essay committee has
recommended that the Society stress originality of topic and treatment in sending out contest rules in the future.
Judge Knott mentioned the May Estate of Palm Beach which
may become a gift to the State. The president asked Mr. Maddock to keep abreast of plans for the estate and to see what role
if any the Society could play in its future if it becomes a museum
or library.
Dr. Sessa announced that Miss Chapman had received a
letter from Mr. Randall Chase of Sanford asking that the Society
endorse a movement to name a new public building in Tallahassee
in honor of Governor William D. Bloxham. Mrs. McRae moved
that the Board make such an endorsement. The motion was seconded by Judge Knott and passed.
Dr. Sessa announced that the Life Membership for State Librarian and long-time Society member, Dr. Dorothy Dodd (funds
for which were subscribed by individual members of the Board
of Directors), had been presented to Dr. Dodd and the presentation had been televised during the National Library Week in
April, 1963.
Mr. Adams, who has been serving on the State Civil War
Centennial Commission, reported that he had represented our
Society at a meeting in Tallahassee to discuss improvement of a
state library and a better preservation of state archives. A bill
pending before the state legislature will not only create a new
commission to direct the Civil War Centennial, but this commission will be empowered to work on a state library and to preserve
state archives. Dr. Lycan expressed the feelings of the board
members when he commended Mr. Adams for his efforts in behalf
of the creation of a new commission.
Dr. Sessa thanked Dr. Arnade for his recent letter addressed
to board members and recommending eleven ways of strengthening the Society. He then appointed a committee of five to study
the suggestions and make recommendations for future action.
Those appointed to the committee were: Mr. Adams (Chairman),
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Judge Knott, Mr. Goza, Dr. Patrick, and Dr. Arnade.
Mr. Brown suggested that the board members be given an
agenda of the meeting in advance of the meeting.
Mr. Goza announced that the Historical Commission of Pinellas County wished to invite the Society to Clearwater for the
1966 meeting. The president reminded the board that the Society will meet in Miami in 1964 and in St. Augustine in 1965.
Dr. Patrick announced that the University of Florida Press
had published four books in its facsimile and reprint series and
expected to do others. He asked that members make suggestions
as to which books relating to Florida history or biography merit
reprinting. They must be books in short supply.
Dr. Patrick also announced that the biography of General
Duncan L. Clinch which he has written will be out soon and that
seventy-five percent of the profits from the sale of this book will
go to the Society and twenty-five percent to the University of
Florida Press.
Dr. Sessa said that he had recently inspected the Society’s
collection at the University of South Florida and found it in good
condition and well-housed. He said the files of non-book materials
had been called a “goldmine” by researchers who were using them
the day he visited the USF Library.
The artifacts owned by the Society are still in storage at the
University of Florida and the president suggested that they remain
there for another year or until a practical plan for their disposal
is forthcoming.
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Thelma Peters
Recording Secretary
A NNUAL B USINESS M EETING
The annual business meeting followed a luncheon in the
Azure Tides Hotel dining room at noon, May 3, 1963, with
President Frank B. Sessa presiding.
Reports were given from the following local historical societies
and commissions:
Jacksonville Historical Society, Mr. James H. Lipscomb, III;

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss2/1
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss2/7

64
4

Society:
Society:
Florida
The Annual
Historical
Meetings,
Quarterly,
May
Vol.
2-4,
42,1963
Issue 2

T HE A NNUAL M EETING , M AY 2-4, 1963

163

St. Petersburg Historical Society, Mr. Walter Fuller; Polk County
Historical Commission, Mr. Thomas O. Brown; Pinellas County
Historical Commission, Mr. Ralph Reed; Clearwater Historical
Commission, Mrs. R. R. Meador; St. Lucie County Historical
Society, Mr. Walter R. Hellier; Historical Association of Southern Florida, Mr. Justin Havee; Martin County Historical Society,
Mr. Stephen Schmidt; Hillsborough County Historical Commission, Mr. James Covington; Tallahassee Historical Society, Mr. R.
L. Goulding; Palm Beach County Historical Society, Mr. Paul L.
Maddock; Halifax Historical Society, Mr. Elam V. Martin; Duncan Lamont Clinch Historical Society of Amelia Island, Dr.
Charles Arnade; Volusia County Historical Commission, Miss
Natalie Lamb; Lake County Historical Society and the Sarasota
Historical Society, Mrs. Ralph F. Davis. The activties reported
from various parts of the state showed much interest in Florida
history and dedicated work in its behalf.
Dr. Sessa announced the winners of the annual essay contest
sponsored by the Society for high school students of the state.
The winners are:
First Place:

Miss Marguerita Float: “The History of
Melrose”
Box 428, RFD 1,
Melrose, Florida

Second Place:

Miss Kathleen Hardee: “The Buccaneer
Republic”
21 N. 15th Street,
Fernandina Beach, Florida
Third Place:
Miss Paula Vecchione: “The Keyhole of
the Keys”
St. Thomas Aquinas High School,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Honorable Mention:
Miss Penee Hansen: “Tampa’s Cigar
Industry Through the Ages”
1823 Hanna Street,
Tampa, Florida
Judge James R. Knott who served as chairman of the Resolutions Committee presented the following resolutions:
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I. BE IT RESOLVED that the Florida Historical Society express its heartfelt sorrow and grievous loss at the deaths
of the following members during the year:
Mrs. Alberta Johnson, St. Augustine
Mr. Frederick A. Swain, Sarasota
Miss Esther Bates, Daytona Beach
Miss Louise Richardson, Tallahassee
Mr. J. Velma Keen, Tallahassee
Mrs. M. H. Haughton, Jacksonville
Mr. Fred R. Wilson, Sanford
Mrs. E. C. Kate Wells, Arcadia
Mrs. C. L. Chambers, Sarasota
Mr. Josiah Leonard Sharit, Port St. Joe
II. BE IT RESOLVED that the Society express its gratitude to the Sarasota Historical Society, to the Sarasota Historical
Commission, to the members of Mrs. Ralph F. Davis’s Local Arrangements Committee, and to the Azure Tides and Three Crown
Hotels for making our convention at Lido Beach such a memorable occasion.
Dr. Gilbert L. Lycan gave the report of the nominating committee as follows: President, Frank B. Sessa; Vice president,
James R. Knott; Vice president, Lucius B. Ruder; Recording Secretary, Thelma Peters; Executive Secretary and Treasurer, Margaret Chapman. New members of the Board of Directors: Mrs.
John T. Bills, Miami; E. M. Covington, Dade City; Mrs. Ralph F.
Davis, Sarasota; Ben C. Willis, Tallahassee; Mrs. James Hollingsworth, Palm Beach. [Editor’s Note: Upon the declination of
Mrs. James Hollingsworth the Board of Directors approved the
appointment until the next Annual Meeting of Mrs. John R. DuBois of Jupiter.]
Finance committee: Paul L. Maddock, Rembert W. Patrick,
and Thomas O. Brown
Nominating committee: Lucius B. Ruder, Mary McRae, Jesse
L. Keene, Dena Snodgrass, and Duncan L. Clinch, chairman.
Dr. John E. Johns moved that the nominations cease and the
slate be adopted as read by Dr. Lycan. The motion was seconded
and carried.
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Thelma Peters
Recording Secretary
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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Treasurer’s Report
April 1, 1962-March 31, 1963
Balance, March 31, 1962 ...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,570.35
Location of balance:
Fla. Nat’1 Bank at Gainesville $1,580.32
First Fed. Savs. & Loan .............. 6,990.03
Columbia Gas Bonds ................ 2,000.00
Receipts:
Memberships
Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,030.00
Fellow ........................................... 555.00
Libraries ..................... . .......................... 850.00
Institutional-Contributing ..................... 225.00
225.00
Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50.00
Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12.00
Quarterlies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 449.80
Royalties .........................................
26.25
Reprints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90.09
Annual Meeting, Jacksonville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
59.00
Cash gifts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
42.00
Gift of 3 shares United Gas Corporation
(Par value $10.00 each) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30.00
Julien C. Yonge Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,832.00
Duncan L. Clinch Research Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500.00
Interests
Guaranty Fed. Savs. (J.C. Yonge Fund) .....
72.74
First Fed. Savs. & Loan .......................
345.03
Columbia Gas Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55.00
United Gas Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.40
Profit, Sale of Columbia Gas Bonds . . . . . . . . . . . 139.25
Total receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,590.56
Total rec. & balance ................. $21,160.91
Disbursements:
Quarterly
Printing of Quarterlies (4 issues) ................. $4,127.49
Editing . ............... ...... ......... .... ........ ..... 300.00
Copyright ........................................
16.00
Envelopes, Convention Press ...................
107.47
57.08
Office Supplies (telephone, postage) ..........
Envelopes & Mailing, Jax Letter & Prtg. . . . . 105.56
31.50
Binding of Quarterlies (11 volumes) ..........
Annual Meeting, Programs & badges ..........
66.68
Annual Essay Contest .............................
52.50
12.50
American Ass'n for State & Local History ........
171.00
D. L. Clinch biography research .................
......................
47.45
Printing, Pepper Press
Typewriter repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16.75
4.50
Refund, Franklin Square Subs. Agency . . . . . . . .
3.79
Tax, Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .
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Cash (stamps, supplies) .................................. 230.35
31.86
Miscellaneous ...................................................
University of South Florida Acct 9028 (inc
telephone calls, stationery, supplies) . . . . . . . . 229.33
Total disbursements .................. $ 5,621.81
$15,539.10
Balance, March 31, 1963
Location of balance:
Fla. Nat’1 Bank at Gainesville $1,442.13
First Fed. Savs. & Loan .......... 9,541.56
Guaranty Fed. Savs. & Loan .... 2,904.74
First Nat’1 Bank of Tampa ...... l,500.00
USF Account 9028 ................ 120.67
United Gas Corporation
30.00
(Par value) ..........................
$15,539.10
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